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PREFACE. 


RUTH, adorned with 
all the elegance of dic- 
tion and the flowers of rhetorie, 
rarely does more than attracł 
the admiration of mankind: but 
when cloathed in its native and 
imple dreſs, convinces their 
m3 
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judgments, commands their at- 
tention, and is more generally 
uſeful, becauſe more generally 
underſtood. Thus plainly ap- 
parelled, the author of the fol- 
lowing diſcourſe, ventures to 
ſend her forth into the world. 
He courts not applauſe; nor is 
|| he vain enough to think, that 
His ſermon, as a compoſition, 
deſerves it. His only wiſh is 
to do good; and he is perſuaded, 
that if the readers of the follow- 
5 mg pages, will but peruſe them 
as honeſtly as he wrote them, 
they w will not be offended at that 
cin AZzealous 
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PREFACE. vi 
zealous freedom, with which 
he has animadverted on their 
conduct and follies: but, being 
aſſured that it is the language 
of truth and ſoberneſs, will obey 
the dictates of convichon, and 
amend their errors. 

Then will the end of this 
Publication be fully anſwered * 
and to this end, the Writer 
ſincerely prays, that the Welling 
of God may attend i. 
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REVELATION of st. JOHN 
Chap. ii. ver. 5. 


Remember therefore from whence thow 
art fallen, and repent, and do tbe firſt 
works; or elſe J will come unto thee 
quickly, and will remove thy . 
out of his . 


our bleſſed Saviour ſending epiſtles 

by his ſervant John to the ſeven 
churches of Aſia, which he calls the 
ſeven golden candleſticks,---to warn 
them of the fatal conſequences of the 
corruptions that were then creeping in 
amongſt them. 


- N the preceding chapter we find 


B — _- 


he would ey remove the light of 


E 

This is part of the epiſtle which he 
ſent to the church of Epheſus; to which 
he thus writes in the verſes immediately 
before the text : © I know thy works, 
« and thy labour, and thy patience, 
„ and how thou canſt not bear them 
&« which are evil: and thou haſt tried 
«© them which ſay they are apoſtles and 


c are not; and haſt found them liars : 


and haſt borne, and haſt patience, 


c and for my name's ſake haſt Iaboured, 
and haſt not fainted. Nevertheleſs, 


I have ſomewhat to ſay unto thee, 


„ becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt love. 


« Remember therefore from whence 


c thou art fallen, and repent, and do 
the firſt works; or elſe I will come 


< unto thee quickly, and will remove 
ce thy candleſtick out of his place.“ 
What a dreadiul commination is here! 
The Epheſians had moſt probably only 
abated of their firſt love, and zeal for 
the everlaſting goſpel; and their Saviour 
threatens them, that unleſs they re- 
pented and returned to their firſt works, 


that 


EF-3 4 
that goſpel from them, and deſtroy their 
church. I will come unto thee 
8 quickly, and will remove thy can 
dleſtick, or church, out of his place.“ 

And can we, "who I fear are much 
- more corrupted than the church of 
| Epheſus was, hear this awful threaten- 
ing without trembling f:r ourſelves ? 
Without trembling, indeed, if we refle& 
a moment on our preſent unhappy {1- 
tuation | 
Have we not all been this day ſum- 
moned by royal authority to humble 
ourſelves betore the Almighty, and to 
pray for deliverance from enemies that 
ſurround us on every ſide; and who 
may too ſoon become powertul inſtru- 
ments in the hands of a provoked God, 
to remove his light and protection 2 
us, both as a church and people; unleſs 
we remember from whence weare fallen, 
and repent, and do the firſt works? 
Permit me then, as a faithful moni- 
tor, to ſhew you your degeneracy, both 
in a ſpiritual and civil view : and may 


God Almighty proſper the attempt of 
| B 2 his 


— —————— — 
— —— 
þ 2 — — ES 


church, -I mean as a proteſtant church 


E& 1 


his unworthy ſervant, and ſo bleſs the 


pious endeavours of thoſe faithful watch- 


men, who ſhall this day have courage to 
cry aloud, and ſpare not, that the 


- prayers of a diſtreſſed people, lamenting 


their ſins, and acknowledging their 
wretchedneſs, may enter into the ears 
of the Moſt High; and procure for them 
that divine protection and ſupport, 
which they now ſo * greatly ſtand 
in need of. 

It is, I believe, a prevailing opinion 
with many people in the world, at leaſt 
with many that I have converſed with; 
that we have as much religion, . 


| morality, and as little ſin as our fore- 


fathers. I cannot think ſo. Within 
the compaſs of my own life, I perceive 
a manifeſt difference; nor can I find an 
æra ſince we became a proteſtant church 
and people, when ſuch an irreligious, 
wicked, unbelieving, luxurious, and 


(| diſſipated ſpirit prevailed, as marks the 


preſent times. 
And firſt, if we conſider ourſelves as a 


at 


e:: NAR rener 
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at large, without regard to particular 
diſtinctions, are we not greatly dege- 
nerated? 3 55 ED 

Is not that part of it which diſ- 
ſented from the national way of wor- 
ſhip only as to mode, but in eſſentials 
was formerly perhaps moſt ſtrictly or- 
thodox, now very miſerably corrupted? 
Are not too many of its members 
dwindled into meer deiſtical moraliſts, 
or infidel reaſoners? * A woeful proof 
this, of the ſad effects which muſt ne- 
ceſſarily follow, when the teachers of 
God's word ſet up their own reaſon as 
the only judge of that word, and are 


determined that the revelation of the 
Moſt 


** — — 


* The writer means not here to inſinuate, that deiſm 
and infidelity prevail only among the diſſenters: God 
knows ! the church at large is too much infected with 
ſuch principles. His intention was ſolely to ſhew, that 
corruption has made its way even into a part of the pre- 
teſtant church, which was formerly remarkable for its 
ſtrict adherence to the eſſential doctrines of the goſpel. 
But he hopes, as there are ſtill many evangelical teachers 
amongſt them, that they will manfully endeavour to reſcue 
their fallen members from error, by zealouſly ſtanding 
wp for that faith which was once delivered to the ſaints. - 


5 
Moſt High ſhall in every point ſubmit 
to the puny underſtanding of man. 
And while one part of the church 
has fallen into the cold morals of the 
deiſt, or, what ] fear is yet worſe, the 
immorality of the infidel; has not 
another part of it run furiouſly into the 
intemperate heat of the extreme tenets 
of Calviniſm *? Forſaking the prudent 
zeal of a Beveridge, and the rational 
and evangelical doctrines of the divines 
of his time, have not the vital princi- 
ples of the goſpel, and the true faith 
and practice of the Chriſtian, been loſt 
in thewild rhapſodies of antinomianiſm, 
or the uncharitable opinions of bigotry ? 
But corruption like a deluge has 
ſpread itſelf ſtill further. Where is 
that fervent, but manly and ſolid ſpirit 


ts. * 8 as 
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Not all, but the rigid Calviniſts only are here in- 
tended: in oppoſition to whom the author thinks the 
rigid Arminians are equally cenſurable. He perfectly 
agrees with the Rey. and pious Mr. Fletcher, of Madely, 
that truth, as it is in the goſpe], may be found by recon- 
ceiling the opinions of the candid Arminian and the can- 
did Calviniſt. To his little tract intitled The Reconci- 
lation, he refers the reader. | | 


1 

of devotion, that adorned the days of 
the pious Nelſon: when we formed 
ourſelves into Religious Societies to pro- 
mote the honour and glory of the great 
God, and to edify one another in the 
ways of righteouſneſs and truth? Alas! 
is it not Junk; either into a lifeleſs 
formality on the one hand, or caprice 
and humour on the other? How 
many are there amongſt us,---miniſters 

as well as people, ---whoſe devotion con- 
liſts only in a languid and fpiritleſs 
round of attendance upon outward or- 
dinances ? and how many more, who 
place the whole of their religion in 
being pleaſed - pleaſed to hear them- 
ſelves flattered in a florid eſſay on the 
excellency of virtue, or the dignity of 
human nature, delivered by a petit mai- 
tre, exactly reſembling his own ſmooth, 
well varniſhed tale? 

But this is not all: Should we in- 
* the matter more cloſely, I am 
afraid we ſhall find a far ſuperior num 
ber, who have n»t even this ſhell of re- 
ligion; who are degenerated into no- 


thing - 
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chin och theſe p data, eimer 
— of anceſtors, who were ac- 


cuſtõmed to keep God's ſabbaths, and 


at the Head of their children and domeſ- 
tics conſtantly attended and reverenced 


is ſanctuary. What a fallen poſterity | 


How very differently are | their Abbaths 


employed l —Spent in the | expenſive 


pleaſures of a country excurſion, while 
their unhappy families are leſt to con- 


nections and purſuits, which can en, 
fail to be their ruin! 


Our church being hoot uh both 


10 principle and practice, can we wonder 


that temples of pleaſure are multiplying 
in every quarter? while the pious eſta- 


bliſhments' of our anceſtors, and the va- 
rious opportunities which their benevo- 
lence afforded poſterity of ſpending their 
leiſure evening hours in a much more 
profitable manner, ate moſt of them 
totally neglected; and the reſt ſo cold- 
ly Wende, that they will ſoon, very 
probably, me” wp B N ere een 


fate. IE HU RL I9F 
Y this 
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Our bleſſed Saviour complains to the 
church of Epheſus, that it had only 
abated of its firſt love to him. But 
what ſhall we ſay of our love to him? 
Is it not almoſt eradicated? How few 
are there in theſe days, who deſerve the 
commendation he gave to that church; 
that © it had borne, and had patience, 
and for his name's ſake had laboured, 
and had not fainted?” And fo very | 
ſparingly are thoſe characters ſown a- 
mongſt us, who, like them, would not 
bear with thoſe that were evil; that the 
majority of mankind will now hardly 
bear with thoſe that are good. As a 
proof of this, are not the names of de- 
mure, hypocritical pretenders to ſanctity 
and religion, but too generally given to 
thoſe, who will not run into the ſame 
exceſs of riot and diſſipation with the 
Teſt of the world? Hi 
And what is yet worle, we have been 
ſo far, like the church of Epheſus, from 
trying and finding thoſe © liars, who ſay 
they are apoſtles and are not; that the 
very Fathers and Guardians of our church 
Hoes C are 
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are aſleep, 2 its enemies are quiet- 


ly,; but boldly and publicly, ſowing the 


tares of hereſy and. e amongſt 


us. 
Was. it neceſſary. to give a further 


proof of the degeneracy of our church, 


I need only mention our preſent. ener 


of ſpending the holy ſeaſon of Lent: 


ſeaſon, which our more pious "i Ek 


uſed to dedicate to retirement and devo- 
tion. The reality, alas, 1s loſt! The 
ſhadow only remains, and Zhat. is de- 
parting. Our prayers and humiliations are 
changing apace for maſquerade and de- 


bauchery : and even our ſolemn Oratorios 
(which, to preſerve ſome degree of deco- 
rum, were appointed as ſubſtitutes for 


much lighter entertainments), are now 


giving way to the profane love-dream of 
Acis and Galatea, and the Bacchanalian 


revels of an Alexander's feaſt. _ 
But notwithſtanding this melancholy 


deſcription of a fallen church, .I truſt 
and hope, my friends, that, there are 


ſtill remaining in it ſome faithful ſervants 


of the moſt high God: Some of thoſe 


humble 


* 


humble Chriſtians, who, having Cardkel 
the ſacred records with a ſingle eye, have 
found the following important truths 
| clearly revealed there; and have been 
enabled by the grace and mercy of God, 
do apply them unmixed, either with the 
fooliſh wiſdom or narrow doctrines of 
men, fimply and ſavingly to their own 
ſouls: namely, That being ſinners ori- 
ginally and actually, without ability to 
acquit themſelves; Jeſus Chriſt, who as 
God and man was qualified to make a 
perfect atonement for them, came into 
this miſerable world; not only to redeem 
them from all paſt tranſgreſſions, but 
from all future iniquity; and alſo to 
purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, 
zealous of every good and chriſtian work. 
May theſe few choſen people of God, 
ſew I fear by compariſon, _..be admitted 
like Moſes to ſtand in the gap, and 
prevent the completion of this awful 
threatening, © I will come unto thee 
cc 4 ng „and will remove thy candle- 
« ſtick out of his place.” 2 
C 2 to 


121 
But alas] how little reaſon have we 
to expect this, if we proceed, in the next 
place, to conſider our additional degene- 


racy as a People. 
There was a time, when religious, | 
honeſt, and frugal Britons not only ex- 
cited the admiration, but alſo the envy 
of the world; becauſe they then were 
maſters of it. How are the mighty fal- 
len! How changed the ſcene! You 
have already heard your depravity, as a 
Church; and when Religion begins to 
depart from a people, what tie is there 
to ſecure their Honeſty? That virtue, I 
may venture to ſay, was never at a lower 
ebb in this country, than at preſent. So. 
great a variety of ſpecious and wily 
arts to deceive, which were totally un- 
known to our forefathers, have lately 
ſprung up amongſt us, that it is now þ| 
become very difficult to diftinguiſh the 
upright . from the muffing villain. 
hould the infection * to 
ingzealg; Lam afraid we may very ſoon 
en s reep 11 to doom for a e q 
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light a candle at noon day, to ſeek for a 
virtue, for which we once were famous. 
But we need not ſearch far for the 
cauſe of this. O Frugality | thou great 
ſupporter of honeſty, whither art thou 
fled? Haſt thou not almoſt forſaken 
every order and rank of men? And 
how fatal has been the conſequence | 
When the noble and the great diſcarded 
thee, their creditors were unpaid and 
ruined. When the ſons of trade and com- 
merce refuſed to entertain thee, they ſunk 
into ſharping ſwindlers, or infamous 
bankrupts. And when even ſervants, 
whoſe ſcanty earnings admoniſhed them 
to make thee their friend, denied thee” 
admittance ; have they not nouriſhed” 
their extravagancies at the * . 
their employers ? | an 
Would to God that I were not now: 
drawing the picture of my unhappy” 
country | But is it not too ſtriking a 
likeneſs? And when Religion, Honeſty, 
and Frugality are ſwallowed up in im- 
beit chicanery, and profuſion; can we 
be lurprized, that bring thus without 
a 


— 
waiter. 7 * 


a principle to ſupport us, we have fal- 
len lower yet, by a more frequent com- 
miſſion, than was ever known at any 
period in this nation, of crimes that ſet 
even human and divine obligations at 
defiance ? I mean the ſhameful breach 
of the marriage contract, and the horrid 
ſin of ſelf-murder. 5 
Thus have I endeavoured with that 
freedom of ſpeech, which becomes every 
faithful miniſter on theſe humbling oc- 
caſions, to ſhew you from whence ye 
are fallen. And can a people ſo greatly 
corrupted expect that their enemies will 
not deſpiſe them, on the one hand; or 
that God, on the other, will enable 
them, like their more virtuous anceſtors, 
to make the nations tremble and ſtand 
in awe of them? 


2 £ 
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O my friends, let me conjure you not 
to ſeek out for a partial reaſon of the evils 
that ſurround you! Do not lay them 
at the doors of Government only: No--- 
the cauſe is an united one: it is their's, it 
is your's, it is the whole nation's guilt, 
that has brought you into your preſent 


complicated 


3 4. a 
complicated ſtate of diſtreſs. Not only 
the ſacred hiſtory, but the 3 - 
almoſt all countries, will afford 
proofs ſufficient, that a provoked God 
will not proſper the counſels of a wicked 
nation, nor give its ſenators wiſdom, 

Remember then from whence ' 
“ axe fallen, and repent, and do the firſt 
« works.” Return to your duty to 
God--your neighbours--and yourſelves. 
To your duty to God, as his church--- 
by bringing down every lofty thought 
of man to his ſacred revelation, and in 
Aingleneſs of heart worſhipping him in 
ſpirit and in truth. To your duty to 
your neighbours, as a people--- by ſcru- 
pulouſly diſcharging the various obli- 
gations you owe to one another, as ho- 
neſt men, and fellow citizens. And to 
your duty to yourſelves, in the more 
private characters of huſbands and wives, 
---parents and children,---maſters and 
ſervants;---in a word, as accountable 
beings, Who are one day individually 
to ſtand before the awful tribunal of 

almighty 


TE 
almighty God, to be judged for all your 
actions gert West. oy | 

To work this happy change, od 
thereby incline God to be gracious to 
us, is the end and deſign of theſe days 
of humiliation; and if they do not 
| anſwer the purpoſes for which they were 
appointed, they will be only ſolemn 
m-ockeries of the Almighty ;---plunge us 
| Riill deeper into guilt,---and moſt pro- 
buably haſten that fatal period; when 
he will remove his providential care and 
protection from us, and leave us an | 
eaſy prey to our inſulting foess. : 

Do not, my friends, look upon theſe | 
merely as words of courſe. upon this 
oecaſion, or as the ſevere aſſertions 
of a rigid declaimer : — But hear how 
God has threatened, and in what man- 
ner he has puniſhed diſobedient churches 
and nations; and then think, and be 
alarmed for yourſelves! „ Behold, 
. che days come, faith the Lord, that I 
1 un inn | | 66 will 
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„ Amos viii, 11 and 12. 
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II 15. ] ; 
e will ſend a famine in the land; vide 
"a famine of bread, nor a thirſt of 
© water, but of hearing the word of 
the Lord: and they {hall wander 
© from ſea to ſea, and from the North 
c even to the Eaſt ſhall they run to 
and fro, to ſeek the word of the Lord, 
«© and ſhall not find it,” And again; 
«© If ye will not hearken unto me, 
e but deſpiſe my ſtatutes, and abhor 
my /judgments---I will do this unto 
you, ye ſhall ſow your ſeed in vain, 
“ for your enemies ſhall eat it; and I 
« will ſet my face againſt you, and 
«ye ſhall be ſlain before your enemies; 
„ and 1 will ſcatter you, and draw 
© out a ſword after you; and your 
c land ſhall be deſolate, and your 
de cities waſte.” 

Thus did God threaten the Jews, 
both as a church and people; and how 
fully and finally theſe threatenings were 
accompliſhed by the diſperſion and ruin 
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of 
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* Leviticus xiv. 26, &e. 
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Gf that nation, in both thoſe characters, 
I need not ſay: the whole world have 
been witneſſes of it. 
But there is one circuit relat- 


ing to that awful event which I cannot 


forbear mentioning. It is recorded 
in the hiſtory of the Jews, that when 
that ſinful people had filled up the 


meaſure of their iniquities, a dreadful 


voice was heard in their temple, ſaying, 
Let us depart hence: intimating 


that God and his holy angels were then 


| _— from them, and withdraw- 


their care and providence over 


> hy and preſently after the abomi- 


nation of deſolation was brought upon 
them, ſo that they have ceafed ever 
ſince, not only to be the church and 
people of God, but alſo a nation; being 
ſcattered and diſperſed up indi dobh 


the world, and made a Te: and 
Teproach. among all mankind. | 


From this heavy judgment, let us 


| turn our eyes to the alarming threaten- 


ing in my text.---Has not that threat- 
ening been Tullilled 8 "on where are 
the 


1 {j 
che reſt of the ſeven famous churches of 
Aſia, which are fo particularly men- 
tioned in theſe three firſt chapters of 
the Revelation of St. John? Did not 
a provoked God ſtrengthen the hands 
of Turks and Saracens, to puniſh them 
for their corruptions? Are there even 
any traces of them left? Have they not 
totally ceaſed to exiſt? And is not 
that whole country, where they once 
flouriſhed, inveloped in the darkneſs 
of ignorance, barbarity, and mahomet- 
anuma 7. -. 5 5 

Theſe are very awful conſiderations 
indeed | may they ſink ſo deeply into 
the hearts of the unhappy people of 
this land, that they may ſee their 
danger before it be too late; and be 
enabled by the aſſiſtance of divine grace, 
to apply to themſelves this promiſe of 
the Almighty to a revolted people 
««* Return, thou baekſliding Iſrael, faith 
© the Lord, and I will not cauſe mine 
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© Jeremiah iii. 12. 


[ 20 | 
ce anger to fall upon vou, far L am 
„ merciful.” 

O let not thoſe Advantages dich 
God hath given you over your enemies, 
puff you up with pride, induce, you to 
- think more highly of yourſelves than 
you ought to think, and prevent this 

withed effect! Kimentbar,. that the | 
- Almighty tries his rebellious creatures | 


by ſmiles as well as frowns : nor does 


he, till they are deaf to every call of 
his providence, permit the greatneſs of 
his fury to light upon them. Look 
then upon your late Succeſſes, as marks 
of his long-ſuffering mercy to an un- 
deſerving people; and may a due ſenſe 
of them lead you to repentance, thankſ- 
giving and praiſe! 

Then indeed, may ye . hs 
God will continue to go forth with 
your fleets and armies: that his al- 
mighty hand will ever be over them, 
and the light of his countenance ſhine 
upon them. Then, ſtrong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might, 
ye may venture to defy the united pre- 
parations 


FL: 
parations of your infulting foes : and 
may at laſt expect to ſee the haughty 
Houſe of Bourbon bowing again to its 
wonted victors; America returning to 
its parent; and ſmiling peace, with 
plenty and commerce by her ſide, once 
more bleſſing this happy Iſle. 
Phat theſe may be the ſpeedy effects 
of a ſpeedy, national repentance; ac- 
companied with every former mare: 
which we have enjoyed, both as 


church and people; may God grant, for 
Jon Chriſt's Jake ! Amen. 
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